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Hello Fellow Swan !
We think we should start this edition of the Newsletter, by offering
our congratulations to Steve Cooper, his Staff, the Players and
everybody connected with the Club, for what has been a
memorable season, in difficult circumstances due to COVID.

Those of us who were lucky enough to get a ticket for the Play Off Semi Final versus
Barnsley, or the Play Off Final versus Brentford, will have loved being back in the Stadium to
watch live football. Sadly, the season ended in disappointment at Wembley, but nothing
should be taken away from what a great season it was.
The DSA Committee asked for your photographs, to put together a Good Luck banner for the
boys at Wembley, and here it is.
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Under 23 End of Season Awards 2020-2021
ALI AL-HAMADI

The DSA were proud to be associated with
the Under 23 award in the End of Season
awards.

Despite missing most of the season with
injury, Al-Hamadi still made his mark, top
scoring with nine goals, including a hat trick
in a 4-3 win at Charlton.

DSA Player of the Season 2020-2021
CONNOR ROBERTS

Congratulations to Connor, who won the
DSA Player of the Season Award 2020-2021.
Born in Neath, Connor has come through the
ranks at Swansea City. Connor has now
made himself a regular for Swansea City and
for Wales.
He has had a fantastic season, and we feel
that he fully deserves this award.

A note from “The Editor” ☺

Cath has asked me to say a few words about myself ! So my
name is Richard Haselgrove, I was part of the first DSA
Committee, that had it’s Open Evening on 02 September
2014. I served 5 years on the Committee, but have now taken
a step back, partly for health reasons, and partly to give other
people an opportunity.

However, I am
delighted to help
putting the DSA
Newsletter together,
and do anything else
I can help with !
I am proud to be
part of the Swansea
City DSA, and what it
stands for.



DSA support

Football united for a social media boycott,
from 15.00 on Friday 30 April through to
23.59 on Monday 03 May, in response to the
ongoing and sustained discriminatory abuse
received online by players and many others
connected to football.

The DSA were proud to support the Club
during the total black out on social media.

Thank you, Liam

We would like to thank Liam Bird of Level
Playing Field for all his help and support of
our DSA.

Liam had kindly helped us with Zoom during
our virtual coffee mornings.

Proud Swans

The DSA were pleased to meet with Andrew
and Carys of Proud Swans for a really
productive meeting. We look forward to
catching up next season.

International Women's Day

The ladies on the DSA Committee supported 
International Women's Day 2021.



DSA Coffee Mornings

The DSA are trying to hold Coffee Mornings monthly, and they provide a great opportunity 
for members to keep in touch. We try to have a special guest each month, and in fact you 
can see DSA Ambassador Lee Trundle on this call !



We celebrated weeks’ of action in support of
Level Playing Field, and asked all our
members to help us prepare a collage.
We’re sure you will agree that the result is
fantastic.

The Club even displayed it on the large
advertising boards in the ground, at the
Middlesbrough game.

Level Playing Field’s Weeks of Action are an
annual period of inspiration and celebration
of good access and inclusion at sports
venues.

Andrea Orlandi

Thank you to Andrea Orlandi who joined us
recently for a Question and Answer session,
during a DSA Coffee Morning, and for
offering any help and support to us as a DSA.

Andrea joined us live, whilst being driven in
Madrid ! That’s some commitment on his
part. Andrea explained that he now lived in
Barcelona, as well as giving a few details of
what he was doing nowadays, and well as
reminiscing about his time in Swansea.

A Note Of Sympathy

The DSA Committee would like to send their
deepest sympathies, to any of our DSA
Members, who have lost loved ones during
these sad times. As a DSA, we are always
here to help and listen.

And don’t forget
the kind offer
from Eirian Wyn,
the Academy
Chaplain, who has
offered his
services to all the
DSA Members.

Eirian can be contacted through the DSA
confidentially at secswandsa@gmail.com.



Clare Lewis on the BBC !

Our very own Clare Lewis was invited
to the BBC Wales Studios, for the Euro
2021 game versus Switzerland.
Clare is a loyal Wales fan, a huge Swans
fan, and a DSA Committee Member.
Clare was on air from 1 o’clock, to talk
about the game. She was accompanied
by Sian Davies, from the Swans Trust,
who is also a DSA Member.
Clare really enjoyed the experience,
and said “It was a memorable
occasion”.

Catherine Thomas
Head of Hospitality, Events and Fan 

Engagement

I have worked with the DSA for many years
to improve the clubs accessibility policies,
experiences and facilities.
I have also recently been made the Disability
Access Officer for the Club.
This is something I am so very proud of and
am truly passionate about making positive
changes for all visitors to the stadium.
I miss matchdays and our supporters so
much and I cannot wait to be able to
welcome everyone back through the doors.
I will continue to work tirelessly and liaise
with the DSA and its members to ensure
their journey back to the Liberty Stadium
will be a smooth and enjoyable experience.

I have been with the
club for 16 years and
over that time my role
has changed widely.
My current role is
Head of Hospitality,
Events and Fan
Engagement.

Easter Eggs

At Easter time, the DSA donated 45 Easter
Eggs to the Children’s Ward at Morriston
Hospital, and £25 each to the National
Autistic Society Swansea, the Down’s
Football Team and the Swansea Deaf
Centre.

DSA Mothers Day Competition

Congratulations to Ben Newbury and his
Mum Margaret, and Nicola Dyer and Naomi
Webborn who both nominated Cath Dyer.
And thank you to Cath Thomas, who judged
the competition. Well done to everybody
who entered.

DSA Contact Details
Please e-mail :-

secswandsa@gmail.com



Liam Bird
Level Playing Field

My name is Liam Bird, and I'm your Fan Liaison Officer at Level
Playing Field.

I want to say very quickly thank you to the Swansea City
Disabled Supporters Association (DSA) for allowing me to speak
to you directly.

As a Nottingham Forest supporter, Swansea City has played a
part in one of the most devastating moments of my footballing

life. It's been ten years, and I still don't think I'm truly over it!

Forest Vs Swansea Playoff Semi Finals.

Leon Britton curling in a shot from 25-yards out before Stephen Dobbie added a second with
a low drive. Earnshaw came off the bench to give Forest a glimmer of hope. Dying minutes
of the game, Forest goal-keeper Lee Camp went up for an injury-time corner. Unfortunately,
that corner didn't go as planned, and Darren Pratley broke away and my heart with an
injury-time strike!

I'm telling you all this because moments in football (good and bad) last long in our lives.
Everyone should have the opportunity to feel as miserable as I did on May 16th 2011, no
matter your disability!

Joking aside, attending live sport has shown to impact all our lives positively. Sadly, the past
season and a half, we’ve not had that opportunity.

My role as Fans Liaison Officer here at Level Playing Field is to talk to supporters and DSAs in
England and Wales and make sure their voices are heard. During the pandemic, I have heard
from 100’s of supporters who have suffered mentally and physically because of the inability
to attend live football.

In the grand scheme of things, missing a bit of live football could pale into insignificance
compared to the devastation the last year and a half have caused.

However, we all know that football is more than just watching the game. The ability to hug,
cheer, celebrate and drown our sorrows together. The community aspect of football is vital
for disabled fans; the notions of identity and place has cruelly been taken away from us.

Swansea City DSA recognised this very early, and I've seen first-hand the support the DSA
has offered its members. Be it with the option to have 1 to 1 chats with committee
members as well as Zoom coffee mornings with a few club legends dropping by to say “hi”
and take questions. By doing this, I believe the DSA have helped people though some of
their darkest times.



Liam Bird (continued)

Hopefully, next season, we will see fans return. As a club, Swansea City is fortunate to have 
a DSA that it can work with to provide support and assistance when needed because it's 
essential that when we do all return, we do it working together, fan and club, so no one is 
left behind, and access and inclusion are at the top of the footballing agenda.

I want to finish up by saying that the past year has been challenging for most, and we are, or 
will be, going through the most radical transformation the world has ever seen.

This can be a very frightening thought, but I would like you, the reader, to see this as an 
opportunity to work with your club and DSA, to create changes at Swansea City and your 
local community to bring about positive improvements to access and inclusion for your 
fellow Swans fans.

One last thing, I would like to give a shout out to your former DAO Mark Phillips. Everyone 
at Level Playing Field was saddened to see that he had been let go by the club. I had the 
pleasure of working with Mark for the 2 years I’ve been at Level Playing Field and he was a 
smashing guy to work alongside and a passionate man who would work hard to make sure 
that the Liberty was open to all. 

Once again, thank you too, Swansea City DSA, for allowing me to speak to you, the fans. And 
from everyone at Level Playing Field, we wish you all the best for next season (apart from 
when you are playing Forest), and we look forward to speaking to you in person soon 
enough.

If you would like to know more about the work that Level Playing Field is doing and become 
a free member, you can visit our website www.levelplayingfield.org.uk, follow us on social 
media @LPFTweets or email me directly liam@levelplayingfield.org.uk

DSA Fathers Day Competition

We held a Fathers Day competition, where we asked our
Members to nominate that special person they felt
deserved to win a prize from the DSA for Fathers Day.

Swansea City’s Chief Executive
Julian Winter (see photo)
kindly judged the competition
for us, and winner is Sarah
Codd who nominated her Dad,
David. Congratulations Sarah.
Well done to our runner up,
Callum Williams, who
nominated Julian Fearn.

The DSA Committee would
like to thank all the Members
for their continued support of
the DSA.



Day Of Reflection

The DSA held a Day Of Reflection on 23 March 2021. Thank you to everybody who took part.
Prior to the event, we sent out tea bags, sunflower seeds and a pin badge to all our
Members and Club Staff. Everyone who attended commented on what a special and
emotional morning it was.

Day of Reflection gifts

Thank you very much to Rebecca Edwards-
Symmons, Head of Commercial, for donating a
Swans Rucksack and Swans Annual to all our
members who attended our DSA “Day Of
Reflection“ morning.
It was a very kind gesture, and much
appreciated by the Members who took part.



One of my first events with the Swans DSA was very small in comparison with the well
attended meeting of recent years at the Liberty Stadium with managers as guests for a Q &
A. We met on tea time at the German Bierkeller at Swansea Market and it was lovely
(although I later discovered that said GERMAN Bierkeller was owned by people from
Rotherham) but it was a lovely gathering!

By the time that I attended the next DSA social, the group had grown considerably with the
full support of the club and gatherings at the stadium. On entering the room everyone was
met and welcomed by DSA volunteers and it was impossible to come in without buying a
raffle ticket. I was very proud to be invited to become the group’s Life Time President but
there is no greater experience that a couple of hours out with Swans’ and that is what those
social evening were a great night out with other proud Jacks. The DSA of course is much
more that a group that brings fans together for a social evening.

The group was set up for the benefit of disabled supporters and to ensure that everyone is
able to fully enjoy the Liberty match day experience. The DSA lobbied the club to provide a
sensory room is available for young people with autism and any learning difficulties.
We are all supporters of this great football club and everyone should have the best match
day experience watching the Swans whether at home or away! I discovered how many DSA
groups there were in football when the Level Playing Fields Conference was held at the
Liberty.

I just hope that they have all provided the great service that the Swans’ DSA provided during
the lockdown period. Boxes filled with chocolates and biscuits were delivered and other
parcels containing tea bags and Swans’ face masks. Sometimes the gestures may seem small
but have all contributed to keeping the incredible supporters groups together during tough
times.

One of my favourite Swans’ supporters was nicknamed ‘Pasty’ who travelled to the Vetch
and then the Liberty in a motorised scooter to watch the game, even at night. Everyone
called him pasty because he used to bring pasties for everyone at the game. Sadly, he
passed away some years ago and I even referred to him as ‘pasty’ in the funeral service! I
just wish the DSA had been up and running for Pasty as he would have loved the help you
could have given to him and would have driven that motorised scooter to the socials. Thank
you for all that you do and for your support and kindness!

Let’s look forward to a successful season and that we all will enjoy our match days watching
the Swans! See you at the next social!

Kev Johns MBE
Swansea City Disabled Supporters Association

Lifetime President

Kev is no stranger to us down at the Liberty, nor to the DSA,
who he has been a fantastic supporter of.
We managed to catch up with Kev recently, and here’s what
he had to say.



DSA Click and Collect service

After a lot of planning and precision, and
ensuring we weren’t having a gathering, and
making sure of social distancing rules and
people from 2 houses meeting, we managed
to sort out a “Click and Collect” type of
service, over an hour, where our members
were able to meet us and collect their gifts
that Swansea City Football Club had kindly
donated.

It worked out really well, especially as many
of our Members didn’t even have to get out
of their cars !
The youngsters were also able to collect
their Easter Eggs.
As a DSA, it was heart warming to hear some
of the comments of our DSA members, some
of whom hadn’t left their houses for ages,
and others who live alone and have lost
loved ones.

Easter Eggs

Thank you to Morrisons Morfa for donating
Easter Eggs to the DSA, and for allowing the
DSA to have a bucket collection at the tills.

Here is our Secretary, Cath Dyer, collecting
the Easter Eggs.

Here are Malcolm Fearn and Clare Lewis
handing out Easter Eggs.



Andrew Brayley
DSA Chair

The DSA has also not been able to arrange our normal face to face social events that we
know you enjoy and we look forward to meeting and chatting with you. However, the social
committee of the DSA has managed to arrange many online events and competitions and I
am sure you will join me in thanking them for making this time a little more bearable.
Looking forward with vaccination levels increasing and infection levels decreasing I am
hoping it won't be too long before we can get together face to face again. In addition, I am
hoping we will be able to return to games at the Liberty next season and you can be assured
the DSA will work with the Club to ensure any process to issue tickets will be fair to all.
As this is the end of the season, it is also time for the DSA AGM and committee elections
(emails will be sent to all members). I hope as members that you will attend, if you are
able. Also, on a personal level, I would like to thank all the committee members for all their
hard work this year. We are all volunteers and it can take a lot of hard work throughout the
year. I would also like to thank you as members for your support and help during the last
year and hope it will continue.
I hope to see you at the AGM, but if not I look forward to meeting you at our first face to
face meeting. Until then stay safe and well.

Hello everyone ! I hope you and your family are safe and well.
It has been a difficult season with no fans at the league
games. Some of us were lucky enough to attend the Play Off
matches. Unfortunately not giving the result we were hoping for but
there is always next season.

Cath Dyer
DSA Secretary

Diolch I chi gyd am eich cyfeillgarwch, cariad a chefnogaeth. Rwy’n
falch iawn o fod yn aelod pwyllgor y DSA.

Thank you all for your friendship, love and support. I’m very proud
to be a member of the DSA Committee.
I helped form the DSA Committee with Ian James, and I am thrilled
with how it’s grown and gone from strength to strength.
Friendships have been made, and I love being able to help and care
for you all - your kind comments make me realise that our
committee are helping and supporting you.

DSA Valentine’s Competition

Congratulations to Claire Dyer and Paul
Griffiths, who were the winners of our
Valentine’s Day competition.
And thank you to Denise Ruffell for
judging it.
Well done to everybody who entered.



We presented “virtually” to
Mark, a new trophy that our
committee had decided
upon - a Special Recognition
award - in honour of all his
hard work and many
initiatives over the years.

DSA Special Recognition Award

The DSA recently invited Mark Phillips,
former club DAO, to our meeting.

Mark is a part of many DSA initiatives, is a
DSA Member, a former Committee member
and Club employee. He has always been
willing to help out, and attend our DSA
meetings.
Thank You / Diolch Mark
Congratulations / Llongyfarchiadau Mark.

DSA Shirt Raffle

The DSA held a raffle draw for a Swans shirt,
which had been kindly donated by the Trust.
The Trust holds a prize draw each month,
and the May winner was from Norway (the
first overseas member to win).
He asked if the Trust would donate the shirt
to a deserving cause and the Trust donated
to our DSA.

Kev Johns and Andy Godden kindly did the
draw for us, joined by DSA Chair Andrew
Brayley, and Paul Newman was the lucky
winner. The raffle raised £100.

Here is Paul modelling the shirt.
Congratulations / Llongyfarchiadau Paul.

Favourite Player of the 1980’s

The DSA promoted a “Vote for your
Favourite Player Of The 80’s”. Thank you to
everyone that voted. The contenders were
Alan Curtis, John Toshack, Leighton James,
Robbie James and Jeremy Charles. Alan
Curtis was the winner.

Alan said “Can you please thank our DSA
members so much for choosing me as their
player of the 80’s, especially in front of
some really great players like Robbie and
Leighton. It really is a great honour and I’m
absolutely delighted with it.”



An Evening With Alan Tate

On 25 February, we held an online Question and Answer session with Swans Legend Alan
Tate. Many of our Members took part, and the evening was a great success.

DSA Annual General Meeting

This will be held virtually on

TUESDAY 06 JULY 2021
Starting at 5.30 p.m.

DSA Social Committee

The Social Committee of Lesley Williams,
Clare Lewis, Cath Williams and Cath Dyer
meet regularly, to arrange all the social
events that we put on.


