Hello Fellow Swan !
As Christmas approaches, we thought it was a
good time to review what the Swansea City
AFC Disabled Supporters Association have
been involved in, since the last Newsletter at
the end of last season.
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We would like to thank all the DSA
members, who sent in a photograph
of them wearing a Christmas
Jumper ☺
Here is the collage of everybody’s
photo.

DSA Christmas Gifts

DSA Christmas Raffle

We have been inundated with thank you’s
since sending out our Christmas gifts to our
members.
We are sure it brought a little happiness,
and we are pleased they were appreciated.
“Mr X” appeal
The DSA once again supported the “Mr X”
appeal, which supports local underprivileged
children in the area.
We were proud to hand over 60 bags to the
appeal.

Thank you again to everyone who helped.

The draw for the Christmas Raffle took place
on 17 December. The draw took place via
Zoom ! Well done to all our winners !

Our winners have all been notified. Due to
COVID and isolation, the prizes will be made
available when safe to do so. Thank you for
your patience in this matter event.
We sold over 1,200 tickets
which we very pleased with.
Thank you if you took part.

DSA Social Committee

In contact with the Club

Our social committee, Clare Lewis, Cath
Williams, Lesley Williams and Cath Dyer hold
regular meetings to discuss and plan
activities and events for our members.

DSA chair, Andrew Brayley and secretary
Cath after holding a regular virtual meeting
with Mark Phillips and Cath Thomas of the
club.
Halloween

Here they are in action !
The DSA are always here for you !
The DSA would like to advise our members
that they are welcome to contact us at any
time - nobody needs to feel alone during
these strange times.
We would like to express our deepest
condolences to families who have lost loved
ones, and families that are struggling at the
moment.
We care, and are happy to chat.
Start by e-mailing us :-

secswandsa@gmail.com

Here are 2 of our DSA members, Willz and
Eve Dewson, all dressed up for Halloween

Christmas Tree Competition
1st prize was won by Paul Griffiths. Runners up - Jack Salisbury and Claire Dyer.
Thanks to Rebecca Edwards Symmons for judging the competition.

Well done to Paul, Jack and Claire, and thank
you to everybody who took part.

Aren’t the players doing well ?
At the time of final editing of this Newsletter (21 December), the team stand 3rd in the
Championship. We wish Steve Cooper, his staff and all the players a very Merry Christmas !

DSA Coffee Morning

Meet the Chief Executive

In September, the DSA supported The
Macmillan cancer appeal.
We held a coffee morning at Verdi’s, where
we had the chance to meet and chat, and
social distancing was observed.
We were lucky with the weather too, so we
could all sit outdoors.

The DSA chair, Andrew Brayley, and secretary
Cath Dyer, had a meeting with Julian Winter,
the Chief Executive of Swansea City AFC.
Appointed in September 2020, Julian
became Chief Executive soon after Trevor
Birch departed for Tottenham Hotspur.
Andrew and Cath explained about the DSA,
what we are about and the work we do.
We think it was very beneficial for both
It was lovely to catch up with our members parties, and we welcomed the opportunity
he gave us.
and we donated £132 to Macmillan

Denise Ruffell
The DSA committee would like to thank
Denise Ruffell for her on-going support and
friendship. Denise has been a friend to the
DSA since we formed back in 2013, and won
the “DSA Unsung Hero” award in 2019.

DSA Member Profiles

Clare Lewis

Thank you also to many of our members
who have sent in “member profiles.”.
Here is the latest one, this time from Clare
Lewis.
We will continue sending others out next
year.
If you want to send yours in, please do so,
preferably with a photo, and we’ll see what
we can do !
Sporting Memories
Sporting Memories is a volunteer led group,
supporting people living in England and
Wales with dementia, depression and
loneliness, by engaging them and helping
them to recall memories of watching or
playing sport.
By sharing memories of sporting moments,
they help people to connect with others and
with their past, reawakening positive
thoughts and feelings that otherwise remain
hidden away.
The volunteer led, intergenerational Sporting
Memories groups help people over the age
of 50 age well and remain as healthy as
possible.

We had an initial meeting with Julie, and
some of our members are interested in their
kit bags for carers aged 50+.
We are looking forward to working with
them again in the new year.
We have also mentioned to the club that we
are working with Sporting Memories, and
will be updating them following our next
meeting.

My name is Clare Lewis. I saw my first game
on the 7th May 1984 (Swansea City v Leeds
United) and I have been hooked ever since.
Apart from the Wembley games and
Newcastle in 1995, I started following them
away regularly in 1995. Huddersfield Town
away 8th April. I am a steward on the
supporters buses. Back in 2014 I was asked,
and I became a member of the DSA, one of
the best decisions I have made. In 2019 a
vacancy become available to become a
committee member so I applied. I am part
of the social committee, which arranges
things for members. This year we have had
coffee mornings and I was involved in the
hamper project, along with other bits.
I am a regular caller on Radio Wales. My first
involvement in that was way back in 2002,
Lincoln City away, and I spoke to Owen
Money and Jason Mohammed in those days.
I am Welsh speaking, and have also done TV
when called upon. I find being on the DSA
very rewarding because we have a great
team on the committee, and I like helping
people, and it gives me great pleasure
seeing peoples faces light up. Merry
Christmas all. Nadolig Llawen i bawb
Stay safe see you back in the stadium in
2021 .

DSA Christmas Video
Many thanks to Catherine Thomas, who arranged for various people involved with the
football club, to submit a short video message for the DSA members. Thanks to club legend
Alan Curtis, Tivonge Rushesha, Freddie Woodman, Vic Gomersall, Connor Roberts, Wayne
Routledge, Catherine Thomas, Mark Phillips, Denise Ruffell and club ambassador Lee
Trundle, who even wore his Christmas jumper for it !.
Thanks also to Cath and Mark Dyer, who collated them and distributed them.
Coverage of Disabled Supporters Association activities in the South Wales Evening Post !
It was great that we made the local paper
on Saturday 24 October. Ian Lewis wrote a
lengthy article about some of the things
the DSA have been doing.
The article included the community hampers that were handed out (and all the work
involved in putting them together, and distributing), the coffee morning in the Mumbles and
the DSA face masks and competitions. There were quotes from secretary Cath Dyer and
chair Andrew Brayley.

Some DSA publicity on the main Swansea City FC website

We got a mention on the main website of
the football club, on 03 December. We were
very pleased to get our message out to the
public about International Day of Disabled
Persons.
Below is part of the article, but to read it in
full, go to the Swansea City website, click on
News, go to Search in the top right hand
corner, and enter DSA. The article is under
December 3rd.

Rebecca Edwards-Symmons
I’m Rebecca Edwards-Symmons and I am Head of Commercial at the Club.
I manage ticketing, retail, hospitality, sales, sponsorship, marketing and media departments.
I love working with the DSA because I really feel it’s important that we ensure that our
disabled supporters are listened to on every level. I want all of our supporters to feel that
they have a voice and the DSA encapsulate everything we want in a supporter group. They
come to us with ideas, feedback and are open and honest with us at all times. This is exactly
what we want and we are always equally as transparent. I would like to thank the DSA for
all of their efforts in 2020 and hopefully we will be able to see you all in early 2021 when it
is safer to do so.

Paul Griffiths

Children in Need day

We made a pledge on Children in Need day,
to show our support for our DSA members.

Thank you to Paul for this fab photo.
What a tremendous jumper. Well done !
Merry Christmas from all of us !
Halloween Mask competition
Thanks to everyone who took part in our Halloween mask competition.
There were some fantastic entries and we’re delighted to announce the winners :Lolah in the Junior section and Rhys in the Adult section.
Well done to
Lolah and Rhys,
and thank you to
everyone
who
took part.
There were some
really
good
entries,
and
choosing a winner
wasn’t easy.

Lolah – Halloween Competition
Junior Winner

Rhys – Halloween Competition
Adult Winner

Swansea City masks
Thank you to Chris and Neil Glover for
sending this photo in, of them shopping in
Tesco wearing the facemasks that the DSA
sent them.

DSA Newsletter production
The DSA secretary would like to personally
thank Richard Haselgrove, former DSA
committee member, who is still more than
happy to produce the excellent DSA
newsletters.
Here are Cath and Richard discussing details,
at a local Costa, socially distancing.

Editor’s Note : I really don’t mind doing the
Newsletters. It is lovely to be asked, and I
am happy to do them !
Alf Fullman
Player of the Decade
Lee Ellery and Andrew Williams, DSA
Committee Members worked hard on a
“Player of the Decade”, for our members to
vote.
We will be leaving this up over Christmas,
and will count the votes early January.
We started with the 80’s, and the 5 players
listed are Alan Curtis, Jeremy Charles, John
Toshack, Leighton James and Robbie James.
Please vote, if you are able, over Christmas.

Please say hello to Alf ! He is looking very
“snazzy” in his Christmas jumper !

Level Playing Field

The DSA regularly join in with Level Playing
Fields forums. Discussions are on-going re
disabled supporters and returning to
grounds, and general championship
discussions. Liam from LPF is a huge help and
support.

Andrew Brayley
As Chair of the DSA I would like to thank
you, our members for your continued
support and friendship throughout this
difficult year, and hope it won't be too long
before we can meet face to face again.
I would also like to
thank our committee
members and coopted members for
all their hard work
during the year.
We must also thank our sponsors, the Club
and other organisations who have helped
and supported us this year.
It just leaves me to wish you, your family and
friends a Happy Christmas and New Year and
hope to be able to see you all again as soon
as we can have a social event. Until then
stay safe and well.

Merry Christmas from your DSA Committee
Mae cymdeithas cefnogwyr anabl yr Elyrch yn dymuno Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn
Newydd Dda i’n haelodau. Diolch am eich cefnogaeth barhaol.
The DSA committee would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.
Thank you for your continued support and friendship.

