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Hello Fellow Swan !
Well, what an end to the season. A 4-1 win at Reading, and Stoke beating
Nottingham Forest by the same score, saw the Swans go into the Play Offs. Sadly,
we were beaten by Brentford, but it was a great achievement, and credit must
go to Steve Cooper, his management team, and all the players.
Such a lot has happened over the past months, not least of course Covid 19.
However, the Disabled Supporters Association has kept strong, and in this
Newsletter, you will find some details of what has happened.
We have to thank our lovely members
who are so supportive of the DSA.
We understand that there is a pan
range of disabilities, and that there are
hidden and visible disabilities. We try
and ensure that everybody feels
included and welcomed.
It’s lovely to hear that we are regarded
as “one big happy family.” We have
been told that our events are the “only
events that we are able to attend and
be included as much as you do.”
We are all volunteers, and are an
independent organisation, and our aim
is to bring together disabled
supporters, along with their family and
friends, by organising social events so
that our members can come along and
feel included and involved.
Many of our members are now firm
friends which means so much. Thank
you all. We miss you, and can’t wait to
see you!!
Take care and stay safe until that time.

Hi everyone
Hope you and your family are safe and well. I would like to
thank you all for continued support during these strange
times, and look forward to meeting you again when we are
able to hold one of our enjoyable Social events.
Despite lockdown, your DSA has continued to work hard and provided
alternative events, such as competitions as you will read. I would like to
personally thank our sponsors for their support in these competitions. Also, we
were able to surprise you all with a food hamper, to try to brighten your day and
hope to surprise you once more.
All this work would not be possible without your hard working committee, who
donate their time, and I am sure you will join me in thanking the other members
of the committee.
The DSA have also received donations from members, sponsors and committee
members who took part in a sponsored Step Count.
I would also like to thank members who have sent the Committee messages of
thanks, and telling us how the competitions and hampers have made lockdown a
little more bearable for you.
As you will be aware, due to these unusual times, we were unable to hold an
AGM this year, and have taken the decision to ask the current Committee to
remain in situ. The newsletter just highlights the amazing work the DSA have
been able to do over the last year, and the happy memories they made for all of
us.
We hope to be able to meet in the near future.
Until then, please stay safe and keep well.
Andrew Brayley
Chair
Swansea City AFC Disabled Supporters Association
The Disabled Supporters
Association
Committee
would like to thank Cath
Thomas and Mark Phillips
from the Club, who meet
with us monthly, so that we
can discuss and share
disability issues

In October 2019, DSA Treasurer
Malcolm Fearn, and Secretary Cath
Dyer, attended the 9th SWDFEF (South
West Disabled Fans’ Experience Forum)
annual meeting which was held at
Exeter City FC.

The aim of these forums is for clubs to
share best practice, exchange views
and policies concerning their own
clubs.
We were sad to hear that the founders
of the SWDFEF are “retiring” from their
roles, but we wish them both well.

The DSA held their first social event of
the season on 30 Sept 2019.
Again, it was lovely to see so many of
our members attend.
Thank you to the club for providing the
refreshments.
We were joined by Trevor Birch,
Freddie Woodman, Lee Trundle, Tom
Carroll and Alan Tate, with surprise
guest, Steve Cooper.

The DSA had 2 tables at the Club’s
“Question of Sport “event at the
Liberty Stadium on 05 December 2019,
and one of our DSA sponsors, Dawsons,
came along and joined in the fun.

We sent DSA cards to our members back in June 2020, just making sure that
everyone was OK during these unprecedented times, and letting them know that
they could contact us at any time, even if just for a chat. We have also offered
our members free membership for the 20/21 season, in view of not having had a
full year of DSA activities. We would like to thank everyone who has donated, in
lieu of paying for their members. This is very much appreciated.

The DSA aim to ensure that all fans
have their best matchday experience,
and we act as the link between the
disabled fans and the Club.
We are always happy to help and point
our members in the right direction of
personnel at the Club.
We are happy that this season we have
helped one of our members change
seats to somewhere that is far easier
for him to manage on match days, have
helped one of our DSA members who
was struggling to get match tickets, and
have helped another one of our DSA
members with disabled parking.

Above is DSA Chair Andrew Brayley,
speaking with Liam Bird of “Level
Playing Field” at our Christmas social
event. Liam kindly regularly attends
our social events.
We have been in contact with Liam
many times during COVID, and he is a
great support.

We are grateful to the
different departments
within the Club, for
their help in ensuring
these queries can be
rectified.
During these worrying times, our DSA
have been trying to keep in touch with
our members regularly, and it is lovely
that everyone is so happy and wanting
to chat with us.
We have also held numerous
competitions - for adults and children “stay safe/stay at home”, “all in this
together”
and
an
“alphabet”
competition.
We are currently running a competition
“Design a new flavour ice cream” in
conjunction with Dawsons, and entries
for this need to be in by 20 August.

In December, our DSA committee
supported the “MR X” appeal, which
supports under privileged children in
South Wales. It was an honour to meet
“MR X” himself and hear the history of
the appeal.
Thank you to our members, families
and friends, for donating a total of 66
bags to the appeal.

On 27 September 2019, the Disabled
Supporters Association held a Coffee
Morning in aid of MacMillan Cancer.
We raised a total of £200.
Thank you to everyone who attended.

Many thanks to the Club staff, Trevor
Birch, Leon Britton, Rebecca EdwardsSymmons and Cath Thomas who
supported the DSA in this venture.
The DSA are extremely grateful to
Trevor Birch and his team, for kindly
purchasing lanyards for our DSA
Committee.
Below are our committee proudly
wearing our lanyards, which we hope
will help our members recognise us at
our events.

We hope that by the time you receive
this Newsletter, that our DSA members
have received a gift of a Swans face
mask, from the DSA, as a thank you to
you from us, for your continued
support and friendship, which we
value.

The 17 December 2019 saw over 120 of our members, family
and friends, attend a really enjoyable Christmas social event!
Our guests were Steve Cooper, Matt Grimes, Ben Wilmott,
Yan Dhanda, Lee Trundle, Leon Britton, Trevor Birch, and
even Cyril and Cybil Swan ! Plus a Special Guest Santa, who
handed out gifts for everyone.
Thank you, Mal Pope, for leading the carol singing.

Thank you so much to everyone who donated a raffle prize that evening.
We had a quiet auction, and special thanks must go to LETOU who donated an
Inter Milan shirt, the FAW for a signed Wales ball, Morgans’ hotel for their
voucher of an overnight stay, Mike Evans for a signed printed photo of the Liberty,
plus Nicola Thomas for numerous hampers.

Thank you once again to the Club for providing the
refreshments.
The evening was kindly
sponsored by Green
Hat Consulting Ltd.

On 17 January 2020, Trevor Birch and his team kindly offered the
DSA committee, and some members, the opportunity of attending
the Centenary Suite during the home game against Wigan. What a
fantastic experience it was for everyone, Thank you.

The Disabled Supporters Association Committee 2020-2021
Due to COVID-19, the DSA Committee this year made the decision to cancel our
July AGM, and we are pleased to inform you that the current DSA Committee will
remain the same, for the forthcoming 2020/2021 season.
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Many of our Swans DSA Committee
and members attended the Swans
Trust Bowling Night on 22 January
2020.
Each lane was sold out in advance, and
had at least one Swans player joining
each group.
They were joined on the evening by
Trevor Birch, Steve Cooper and Lee
Trundle.
The players joined in with the fun of
the evening, and were a pleasure to be
with.

The DSA were pleased to donate
120 Easter Eggs, to the Children’s
Wards in Morriston hospital.
We’d like to thank Julian Fearn and
Diane Williams very much, who
kindly transported the eggs.
We had a lovely card from the
Children’s Ward, thanking us for
our lovely gesture.

The Swans DSA were fortunate to receive a grant from the Community
Foundation Wales, #coronavirusresilience fund, to donate food hampers to our
supportive DSA members #changing lives together.
We bought food and essentials, and prepared and delivered 80 hampers to our
DSA members on Saturday 11th July 2020, from Carmarthen to Bridgend.
We were also pleased to be able to
help the local community, and
provided a hamper to the Red Cafe
food bank in the Mumbles, as well as a
local animal sanctuary who will be
raffling the hamper to raise much
needed funds, and also to some local
families who are in need.
A huge thanks must go to Diane
Williams and Julian Fearn for taking
loads of the hampers and delivering
them
to
Morriston,
Clydach,
Manselton,
Craig
Cefn
Parc,
Ystradgynlais,
Neath,
Skewen,
Pontardawe, Birchgrove, Llansamlet
plus many more.
Thanks too, to Mair and Alan Hicks, for
their help in packing the hampers.

The DSA launched Coffee Mornings at the start
of this year, which have been very successful.
We have even been joined by Trevor Birch,
and Alan Curtis.
We hope that when things settle down, these
will continue.

A group of DSA friends and family, Claire Dyer, Paul Griffiths, Lesley Williams, Lyn
and Mike Evans, Alan and Mair Hicks and Cath Dyer set themselves a
challenge to walk 1.5 million steps during the month of July.
The group actually walked 2,889,470 steps and raised a great total of £1100,
which is to be split between the Swans DSA and the Helping Hands campaign at
the local health board.
Thank you everyone for your kind donations.

DSA Secretary Cath Dyer, and committee
member Nicola Dyer, had the
opportunity of visiting the Watford FC
Sensory Room on 24 September 2019.
They attended the Watford v Swansea
EFL game last season. They were met by
Dave Messenger, the Supporter Liaison
Officer at Watford FC, who kindly met
them and gave them a fantastic tour of
the Sensory Room.
They were even allowed to stay in the
Wives’ Lounge, with teas and coffees,
prior to the match !
On 01 October 2019, Swansea City
A.F.C. and the DSA jointly launched the
their Sensory Room. The DSA were
proud to have worked with Mark
Phillips and Cath Thomas on this
fantastic project for over 2 years.
The DSA donated bean bags and tactile
fidget toys, and are to be the “meet
and greet” people for when supporters
use the room.
We would like to thank the
DSA sponsors for their ongoing support.
Budget Carpets, Dawsons,
Swansea Chiropractic Clinic,
Ark Fencing, LCV, and Green
Hat Consulting Ltd.
Thank you too to Majestic
Media Ltd for their support of
our website.
Your support is very much
appreciated by all of us.

ANNOUNCEMENTS :
The Disabled Supporters Association The Disabled Supporters Association
would like to wish Suzan Eames all the Committee would like thank Richard
Haselgrove, for putting this Newsletter
best in her retirement.
together.

During a trip to Fairwood last year, DSA
members had the chance of meeting
Suzan, who spent lots of time with us.
A big thank you to Claire Dyer who
produces all our posters for our DSA
social events.

The DSA Committee would like to
thank Eirian Wyn, who stood in as MC
for both our social events this season,
and did a fantastic job. Diolch Eirian.

Finally, please don’t hesitate to get in
touch with us. About anything ! We are
here to help if we can.
E-mail secswandsa@gmail.com
Stay safe.
From your DSA Committee

