Swansea City AFC
Disabled Supporters Association

May 2018 Newsletter
E-mail: secswandsa@gmail.com
Hello Fellow Swan !
Well, so much has happened since the last edition. Not least, the most recent
DSA social event, with our former Manager CARLOS CARVALHAL. What a
marvellous evening ! A report is included in this Newsletter.
We also have reports from 2 of our DSA Committee members, with CATH
WILLIAMS revealing her match day routine, and PHILL DAVIES who attends
many meetings on Swansea City’s behalf.
And not forgetting our new website. See details below.
We hope you enjoy the read !

It’s here !!
A brand new website
for the DSA. Find us at :-

www.swansdsa.org.uk
Several people have been working
behind the scenes, over the past 12
months, putting this together.
Special thanks must go to MARK
PHILLIPS who really got it up and
running. We must also thank
DUNCAN THOMAS for his assistance
too.
This website is looked after by
volunteers. We will do our best to
keep it updated and relevant.
If you have anything you think
should be on there, please e-mail us,
and we will consider this.

Membership of the DSA
Our membership year runs from 01
September to 31 August each year.
We can take memberships from 01
September each year.
The cost will remain unchanged next
season, for the 5th year running.
Adults £5 for the season
Under 16’s on 01 September £2.
This gains you entry to ALL our social
events, and also gives you a vote at the
Annual General Meeting.
Once we know details of the next
social event, you will be able to
join/re-join on the night. We are
aiming for sometime in September.
Thank you for your continued support.

SCAFCs Disabled Supporters Association held a
superb event, at the Liberty Stadium, on
Wednesday 11th April.
Our guests for the night were the Club’s former
Manager, CARLOS CARVALHAL, our DSA
Ambassador LEE TRUNDLE and Swans Ladies
player KATY HOSFORD. The evening was hosted
by our DSA Lifetime President KEV JOHNS, who
did a marvellous job entertaining everyone, as
usual. The evening was attended by more than
90 people.
The guests spent time mixing with the audience,
which was made up of people from youngsters
to OAPs. Carlos, Lee and Katy posed for
photographs, signed autographs, and answered
questions put to them by Kev from the audience.
Sometimes people say our panel know the
questions in advance, but they definitely don’t.
Refreshments were then served, followed by a
football quiz, prepared by JAN BURGESS and
ANDREW DYER This was followed by a raffle,
where there were many prizes, not least a signed
ball being the main prize. The evening ended
with a game of “Heads and Tails.“
The DSA is an independent committee, and we
act as the link between disabled members and
the Club. We were formed in April 2013, and are
growing from strength to strength, and the DSA
members always comment that they are made to
feel included, appreciated, valued, and treated
so warmly.

Swansea City AFC Manager
CARLOS CARVALHAL

SCAFC DSA Ambassador
LEE TRUNDLE

Swans Ladies Midfielder
KATY HOSFORD

We are always thanked for
putting on these events, that
some of the members say
that they are the only events
they are able to attend.
If you have any ideas for
future events, please e-mail
in, and your request will be
considered.
Thanks also to the Club, for
their
help
with
the
refreshments, availability of
guests, and some of raffle
prizes.
MORE PHOTOS COMING UP !

The DSA asked CHRIS PEARLMAN for
some words for this Newsletter.
Below is what he sent us.
We think you will agree that his
sentiments are very positive.
Chris is the person who agrees for the
Club to cover the cost of food and
drink at the Social Events.
CHRIS PEARLMAN
This is ALWAYS appreciated, Chris !
Chief Executive Officer. Swansea City AFC
Here is what Chris wrote :“The Disabled Supporters Association acts as an important and effective
supporters group which aims to maintain excellent standards of access and
service for disabled supporters. They are truly an asset to the Club in the work
they do to highlight areas which can otherwise be missed in amongst the
pressing needs of the usual day-to-day work at the Club. We value their efforts
and input, which is reflected in our on-going support of their social events, as
well as their more regular monthly meetings.
This excellent working relationship with the DSA has seen the Club introduce
services in recent seasons such as online ticketing for disabled supporters and a
mobile changing-places facility. In addition to this, the Club has also enhanced
its provisions for ASD supporters with bespoke ASD guides, which DSA
representatives were instrumental in bringing to fruition.
For this reason, it will always be our ambition that the DSA may continue to
thrive and go from strength-to-strength in the months and years ahead.”
Here are some
more photos from
our Social Event ! It
was
a
great
success.
Come and join us
for the next one !

“A match day experience”
By DSA Committee Member
CATH WILLIAMS
On match days, I have lunch at my
parents' house. We always have
sausages in a roll. It's our lucky lunch !
We leave early to make sure we can
get a parking space in the overflow
park and ride car park. My Mum
pushes me from the car park to the
stadium in my wheelchair.... I am able
to walk with a stick but longer
distances are not possible, so I need
my wheelchair.
We meet our friend Rosie by the shop
CATH WILLIAMS
and make our way to Main Reception,
with her “favourite” LEE TRUNDLE
where they take my wheelchair and
store it until the end of the game.
The people in Reception are always friendly and helpful, and if we're lucky, we
see a player who's not playing that day!! We go up to level 2 in the lift and chat
to our favourite steward. Then to our seats.
We have had the same seats since the Liberty opened, but these days I am
unable to go down to the refreshment area, so Mum goes and gets drinks whilst
I read my programme and watch the players warm up. I don't like not being able
to get my own drink and snacks, but it just isn't possible.
'When the game is on, I sing loud and proud...
fortunately the people sitting around me in the
West stand have known me for a long time and
laugh when I shout that the ref needs to visit
Specsavers!!😂
As the game ends, my Mum and Rosie get me to
the exit, so that I'm not pushed by fans as they
leave. Once we get back to Reception, my
wheelchair is usually ready and waiting. Another
game is over, but I look forward to the next one.
I love it at Swansea City on match days !
Catherine Williams
DSA Committee member

Hi all ! My name is Phill Davies, or as a lot of you know
me, “Sat-Nav’s owner” !!
Or the man who welcomes you at the door at a DSA
social event.
I'm on the DSA Committee, and my main task is to go to
various DSA regional events, with the help of Level
Playing Field.
This includes the Welsh Committee, which includes the
Welsh clubs that play in the English and Welsh leagues,
such as The New Saints, Newtown etc. Swansea City are
organising and hosting the next Welsh event on the
second of May.
I also attend the South West Disabled Fans’
Experience Forum, on behalf of Swansea City AFC.
This is a body that involves Football League clubs
involving ourselves, Cardiff City, Newport County, and
Clubs from the South West of England, such as Bristol
City, Bristol, Rovers, Swindon Town, Cheltenham
Town, Exeter City, Yeovil Town, Torquay United and
Plymouth Argyle. Again this is with the support of the
Level Playing Field .
Recently, “Sat-Nav” and I represented
Swansea City AFC at the Premiership DSA
Committee meeting, which was held at Old
Trafford, Manchester. This was an enjoyable
and informative meeting.

The Premiership Committee is a separate organisation to the Level Playing
Field, but is hoping to achieve similar improvements for disabled supporters.
Since the meeting at Old Trafford, there have been many things discussed, and
soon many away supporters will be surveyed at our Stadium, and all other
Premiership stadiums. If you are asked to take part, please do so. It's being
done for your benefit.
I feel by going to these meetings, we learn what other clubs are doing to help
their various disabled members. We also help and advise as much as we can .
I hope you have enjoyed reading about one of the many things your DSA
Committee do, to make your trip to the Liberty Stadium safe, enjoyable and
entertaining.
Phill Davies
DSA Committee Member

Wrth i'r tymor 17/18 ddod i ben, hoffai’r
Cymdeithas Cefnogwyr Anabl, , DSA, ddiolch I chi
gyd, ein haelodau am eich cefnogaeth a'ch
cyfeillgarwch parhaus.
Rydym yn wir obeithio eich bod chi gyd wedi mwynhau ein 3 digwyddiad
anhygoel yn ystod y tymor yma, ac roedd e’n gret I weld plant ifanc ac hen bobl
yn cymysgu ac yn cael lot o hwyl a sbri.
Ni yw'r cysylltiad rhwng y cefnogwyr anabl a'r clwb.
Mwynhewch gêmau ola’r tymor, ac edrychwn ymlaen at eich gweld chi gyd cyn
hir.
A message from KEV JOHNS, the DSA Life President
One of the benefits of losing a bit of weight is that I now
fit into my DSA Hoodie, which I was given around the time
that I was greatly invited to become the Life President of
the Swans DSA.
I have really enjoyed the social evenings that the DSA have
organised of late, particularly the Christmas party and the
forum evening a couple of weeks ago with
Carlos, Trunds and Katy Hosford.
I really enjoy any gathering of Swans fans, especially as we
don’t have a Supporters Club, like many football clubs
have around the UK.
However, it’s the work that the DSA Committee put in to the social gatherings
that really impresses me – they work so hard to make sure fans have a fantastic
evening.
I’m very proud of Swansea City’s determination that our football club remains at
the heart of the local community, and do their very best to ensure that all fans,
customers and associates at all levels of the club are treated without prejudice
and with the utmost respect.
The Disabled Supporters' match day experience must be full and enjoyable and
as well as the great social occasions, the DSA do everything they can to make
sure they work with the Swans and the Stadium to make that so.
However, should the club and stadium fall short of their commitment to disabled
supporters, there is a fantastic group ready to step in and take them to task.
Good luck with the newsletter and see you at the next game.
KEV JOHNS MBE
Who are we?
Swansea City AFC DSA Life President

More photos from the Social evening

Hello to all members,
supporters.

and

DSA

Since taking over from Ian James, the
year has been quite a busy one. We
had a wonderful Christmas Social
Event, which was attended by the
mother of the shirt sponsor, JILL FOX,
who travelled down from Scotland to
attend. She generously donated a shirt
for the raffle, and then offered to have
it framed for the lucky winner.
She thought the Club was very
welcoming and offered to come to
other social events the DSA put on.
Our most recent event was a real treat
as
former
Manager
CARLOS
CARVALHAL agreed to be our main
guest.

DON’T FORGET !
We have a new web-site.

www.swansdsa.org.uk

Everyone
thoroughly
enjoyed
themselves, as time was allowed for
everyone to meet, chat and have some
photos with the manager. We look
forward to putting on some more social
evenings during the next year.
Best wishes to you all.
Jan Burgess
Chairman of Swansea DSA.

